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OFFICE OF DIRECTOR I Mr. TolsOU^ 

J FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION t Ladd 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE Q I\ Clegg 

jf ' * 

Mr. Glavin 
Mr. NichoM 

Pat eDecember 19,19 50 Time 1:45PM Mr. Rosen/) 




Mr* David Niles tele thru 
Secretary ~ 



Phone No. 



Mr. Tracy^y 
Mr. Harbo 
Mr. Belmont.. 

Mr, Jones 

Mr. Mohr 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Nease 

Miss Holmes^ 
Miss Gandy_ 



REMARKS 



When advised of the Director's absence from 
the city and his indefinite return , Mr, 

Niles consented to speak to an assistant and 
was referred to Mr. Holloman in Mr, Nichols” 
office, 

Mr, Holloman c(^v)ses that Mr, Niles stated 
that Mrs, Anna Rose nberg was just at his 
office and that stie gave a great deal of 
credit to the Bureau and to the Director 
for the good treatment she received in the 
investigation and stated the Bureau did a 
most commendatory job, i / 

CC: Mr, Nichols t ^ L S 
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16 December 1950 
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f ^ ’ v 

* Mr. Ladd 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Glavin 

I Mr. Nichols — 



Mr. Rosen . 
Mr. Tracy 



My dear Mr* Hoovers 1 

i 

I want to express ray personal appreciation 
for the outstanding work performed by the FBI 
in connection with the Senate Armed Services 
Coramitteate hearing on the confirmation of 
Mrs. Anna^Roseriberg. 




Our General Counsel, Mr. Felix Larkin, 
handled the hearing for the Department of 
Defense, and 'he intends’ to write 'you 'to ’say 
in greater detail how helpful the prompt and 
effective cooperation of your people was, in 
bringing all of the facts in this case to the 
attention of the Senate Armed Services Committee. 






My only purpose in writing, therefore, is 
to express to you personally ny own gratitude 
for all that your organization has done to bring 
about a just result in this matter. 

Sincerely, 



RECORDED. $ 
INDEXED • 5 

Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
Director, Federal Bureau of 
Investigation 
Washington 25, D. C. 



Marx Leva 
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'pt* Marx Lem 

[Assistant Secretary of defense 
iWashtngton, D. C. 

( 

Dear Mr . Leva: 

I deeply appreciate the sentiments 
expressed in your letter of December 16, 19&Q, 
in connection with the situation that arose 
pertaining to Mrs . Anna Rosenberg* 

I was very glad that we could be of 
service in connection with this matter* This 
type of situation is something that we deal 
with in the Bureau on*a day to day basis but 
seldom does the public hear about t&fa phase 
of ou, ' operations • 

With best wishes and Mind. regards. 



Sincerely yours, 

<---n,rv r \’,P 0 - V ®» 
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FEDERAL ioUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Form No. 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT YORK 



NY file no. 62-10 61|1 EXM 



REPORT MADE AT 



NEW YORK 



date: when period for which made report made by 

MADE ‘ 



12/9/50 12/7,8,9/50 



JAMES P. MARTIN 



character of case 



ALLEGATION OP ALLEGED MEMBERSHIP OP 

ANNA M. 'ROSENBERG IN THE JOHN REED CLUB ' SPECIAL INQUIRY 



sSYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 




f facts: BE NJAMIN H. FREEDMA N on 12/7/50 stated he learned 
of I I knowledge of ANNA M. ROSENBERG 

through an attorney who FREEDMAN refused to identi- 
L fy; that he, first contact ed ! - I on 12 / 2/50 and 

| on 12 / 3 / 50 , on which date 
v | told FREEDMAN he had observed ROSENBERG at 

J meeting of John Reed Club. I I discussed 

. jpSSENBERG with FREEDMAN on 12/4. and 12/5/50, and 
/vC/on' latte r date ga ve signed statement to FREEDMAN 
wi fi)>Ctalleginp: I I had been recruited into John Reed 

and CP by JAMES MAGRAW ; that | | 

I during lat e summer and 
^fal41934; that in company of MAGRAW, I l met 

dV* 5 akna "ROSENBERG and was advised by MAGRAW that ANNA 
■ ROSENBERG was CP member; further identified MAGRAW 

h* as former director of Federal Writers Project, WFA; 

that at meeting of Communist supervisors of writers 
project, WPA, MAGRAW advised those present to for- 
get early CP contacts such as ANNA ROSENBERG, 

■ s because CP had important work for these top com- 
/ rades. In statement of 12/5/50, I I identified 

1 ROSENBERG as one of founders of ^Science and 

A Society, a Marxist Quarterly,” who was later 
. associated with R. H. Macy and Company, and alleged 
ROSENBERG was responsible for appointment of 
* Government officials who -were "notoriously liberal" 

in their hiring of known Communists. ' FREEDMAN 
ad vised'The di stributed numerous photostatic copies- 
of I I statement among unidentified people, 
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leaders of veteran’s organizations, and U. S'. 
Senators in Washington, . D. C. Unidentified 
attorney mentioned by FREEDMAN identified as HaLLAM - 
M, RICHARD SON, who stated he first learned of 
I I inf ormat ion, regarding ROSENBERG in 

September 1950, and brought same to attention of 
FREEDMAN. Statement Of f | t o FREEDMA N,, on 

12/5/50, obtained and set forth. | | reinter- 

viewed by FBI on 12/7/50 and furnishe d signed 
state ment incorporating any information that □ 

I | possessed as to ANNA ROSENBERG and identifying 
.individuals Who might have seen ANNA ROSENBERG at 
John Reed Club. I I signed statement of 

12/7/50 set out . | f on 12/7/50, identified, 

photographs of ANNA M. ROSENBERG as person who was 
pointed out to him by JOHN. JAMES MAGRAW at John 
Reed Club and who was mentioned at that time .by 
MAGRAW as CP member. JAMES MGR AW, a lso known as 
MC GRAW, on 12/8/50 denied ! [ allegations 

in signed statement set forth , herein. Several of 
individuals named by | | as possibly knowing 

of ROSENBERG’S alleged membership in John Reed 
Club interviewed, and they denied knowing of such 
membership.' HENRY ALSBBR% and JACOB BAKER denied 
that ROSENBERG exercised any influence in obtain- 
ing Government posit ions for BAKER and ALSBERG. ^ 
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BENJAMIN K. FREEDMAN 



BENJAMIN H?WEEDMAN was interviewed by SAS DONALD E. 
SHANNON and CHARLES D. SHORES on December 7, 1950 at the New 
York Office of the FBI. At the outset of the interview, Mr. 
FREEDMAN, in answer to questions, adv ised that he first became 
aware of the fact that | I had inf ormation concerning 

ANNA ROSENBERG from a c onv er sation tnat he had with an , attorney / 
friend of his* He refused to identify this attorney by name* 
After obtaining the information from this attorney that | | 
had Infor mation re ANNA ROSENBERG,. FREEDMAN said that he first • 
contacte^, | I telephonically on, December 2, 1950. 

p'i « 

' 1 FREEDMAN said that he f irst 1 saw I 

I On the 

occasion of this first visit he advised that they discussed 
ANNA ROSE NBERG 1 S m embership in the John Reed Club, and the 
fact that I ~1 had observed her at meetings of this club* 

FREEDMAN advised that he again sawT I 

I l and continued his 

discussions re ANNA ROSENBERG and her alleged membership in 
the John Reed Clu b. On this- occasion, FREEDMAN advised that 
he asked | | if he would be willing to put the information 

that he had given to F REEDMAN i n the form of a signed statement. 
According to FREEDMAN, | ~| agreed to do this and arrange- 
ments were made to have I I of FREEDMAN 



\ FREEDMAN. Apartment 9- J, 300 Central Park West, New 
York City, in order to prepare and sign a statement, FREEDMAN 
said that in preparation for this statement, he had placed a 
typewrit er on a table in his living room, ..and that as soon, as 
I arrived, he sat down and begsm typing the stat ement. 
According to FREEDMAN, the statement that was typed by I I 

was not di ctated by FREEDMAN in any way, and was, in fact, 

I I own statement. A photostatic copy of this statement 

was given by FREEDMAN to the interviewing agents. This 
statement is here set but verbatim: 



V 
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"STATEMENT OF I I IN RE ANNA ROSENBERG 

"I« I I solemnly swear and affirm that I was a I 1 

from about I II was recr uited/ 

by JameKMa.gr aw of the | ZZ\ . 

While In bis company I met Anna Kosenberg and he advised me mat 
this outstanding social worker was a party member but like many 
important comrades was kept out of general activity that might 
expose her to enemies of the Communist Party* 

"In 1935 the John Heed Club Was dissolved at the order of the 
Communist Party and its membership rolls destroyed so as to 
better conceal the identity of leading party members such as 
Anna Rosenberg who by that time were already in the higher 
echelons of the New Deal* 

"In October 193$ James Magraw became the supervisor in charge 
of the WPA Reporters Project in New York City and later became 
director of the Writers’ Project in this city. He said to me 
at one time when the Communist supervisors had a fraction 
meeting in his home on Greenwich Street that it would be very 
important for all . of us to forget early party contacts, such 
as Anna Rosenberg, in our job relationship as the Communist 
Party had most important work for these top comrades, Magraw 
was the close confidant of HenryN^lsberg, National Director of 
the Writers’ Project and also o.f JerrbsMangione, assistant t# 
Alsberg and later Deputy to the Commissioner of Immigration 
and Naturalization until he was exposed as a Communist ahd 
forced to. resign, „ 

t * * . ' * • ' 

"Anna Rosenberg, one of the founders of a Communist-inspired 
magazine for social workers, one of the founders of Science 
and Society - A Marxist Quarterly , and later associated with, 
the department store - R.H, Macy - in New York - is the same 
Anna Rosenberg that I recall attending meetings with at the 
John Reed Club on Sixth Avenue near 8th Street in New York 
City and to whom I was introduced to by my Communist Party 
sponsor - James Magraw, 
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"Details concerning my joining and leaving the Communist Party 
are to be found in the printed reports of the House Committee 
on Un-American Activities, the House Sub-Committee oh WPA 
Appropriations (Woodrum Committee)^ the Rapp-Coudert Committee 
of Hew York State, and in the files of the FBI, the Civil 
Service Commission, the Office of Naval Intelligence, the . 
other investigative agencies of the government with. whom I 
have free ly cooperated since leaving the Communist Party early 



"Anna Rosenberg, I was advised by James Magraw, also a Communist 
Party member, was responsible for passing on the appointments 
\Of some of Harry Hopkins closest administrators such as Jacob 
SBaker, Henry Alsberg, Aubre^^illiams, ; and others who were 
notoriously liberal in their hiring of known Communists and 
their appointment of known Communists to top supervisory jobs 
in the WPA and other New Deal agencies. The history of her 
appointees is to be found in the various congressional reports 
cited above. Without exception they showed strong Communist 
tendencies and did all they could to promote un- Americanism 
during their tenure and prior to their exposure and resignation 
under fire. Anna Rosenberg can be trusted, unless she has 
suddenly changed her previous course of action and sympathy# 
to again fill our government with subversive or sympathetic 
to subversive people - Communists, fellow travellers, and 
friends of fellow travellers. 

"The foregoing may be investigated: and will be supported by 
the Undersigned but it is specifically requested, in the 
interest of future service to the government, that this state- 
ment be treated as confidential and be used only in executive 
sessions. 

"Signed in the presence of Benjamin H* Freedman this 5th day 
of December, 1950. 

"/s/ Benjamin H. Freedman /s/ | 

"Signed before me this 5th day of December, 1950 in the City 
of New York. 

"Notary: /s/ Frank C, Kuhn" 
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■ ' * * * * i _ ' 4 * ‘ I - 

.FREEDMAN advised that sometime after obtaining this 
signed statement, he proceeded to, Washington, D«C« . He did 
not advise as to the date or time he went to Washington* He 
stated that in Washington he contacted a friend of his in the 
United States Government* He refused to identify, this friend* 

He advised t hat he Inquired from this friend in the Government 
about the confirmation of the appointment of ANNA. M. ROSENBERG 
as Assistant Secretary of Defense by the Armed Services Committee 
of the Senate* He advised . that he had been informed by this 
Government friend that her appointment had been confirmed by 
the Committee . He stated that he then contacted three veterans 
organizations in Washington; D.C* and that it was his under- • 
standing that each of these veterans organizations in turn 
contacted some United States Senators in Washington, D*C . to • 
make available to them information in FREEDMAN’S possession 
concerning ANNA' ROSENBERG* He advised that he had in his 
possession b etween 20 and 3 0 photos tatic copies of the signed 
statement of | f in this matter at the time he went 

to Washington* He advised" that he turned over these photo- 
static. copies to many people in Washington* He refused to 
enumerate the individuals to whom he had turned over these 
statements, but stated that they were placed in the bands 
of individuals where they would do the most good* 

In the course of ‘ the interview with Mr* FREEDMAN 
he volunteered the information, that on the morning of December 7, 
1950, be received a phone call from someone whom he refused to 
identify in Washington, D*C. He. stated that this party wa3 
also interested in the case of ANNA ROSENBERG, and had r equested 
that he, FREEDMAN, go to the. New Y6rk County. Clerk’s Office 
in the Supreme Court In New York City, and check on the incor- 
poration papers for the.. organization. Science and Society, Inc* 
FREEDMAN advised that the purpose . of making such a cheek was 
to ascertain if, in fact; ANNA ROSENBERG’S name would appe.ar 
as one of the incorporators* He advised the interviewing agents 
that he. had gone to the County Clerk’s Office and had checked 
these records and had ascertained that her name was not among 
those listed as incorporators* " 
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HALLAM M. - RICHARDSON 



On December 8, 1950 > HALLAM RICHARDSON was interviewed 
at the New. York Office of the FBI by SAS CHARLES D. SHORES and 
DONALD ;E. SHANNON. A t the outset of the interview, RICHARDSON 
was asked if he knew I I He replied in the affirma- 
tive and stated that he first met I I 



I which w as described by RICHARDSON as 

^ 1 \ H 

During August and September of 1950 RICHARDSON advised 
that he had litigation pending in the courts in New York that 
involved some individuals who were suspected of Communist 
connections. RICHARDSON advised that he was attempting to 
locate someone who could give- him information concerning Communist 
connections of these persons. RICHARDSON stated that he, himself, 
at one time had been the attorney for the "Brooklyn Eagle" 
newspaper, and that for this reason he was familiar with many 
people in newspaper circles. He stated that through these 
connections he was informed that perhaps ' someone connected 
with the publication, "Freeman" could be of assistance to him. 

He advised that he went up to the office of this publication, 
which was locate d somewhere on M adison Avenue in New York City, 
and there he met I I who was at- that time I I 

I He stated that from that time on 
he became friendly with I I and that he had I I' 



e aavise 



came to consider 



an authority on this question, n 



RI CHARDSON stated that he was told by I I that 
he, | | had at one time been a I I 
I I He also advised that I I told him that prior t# 



becoming 
that he. 



I | which RICHARDSON also identified as an anti- 

communist publication, RICHARDSON was asked if he knew 
BENJAMIN FREEDMAN. ‘ He replied in the affirmation, and stated 
that he had, in fact, represented Mr, FREEDMAN as an attorney 
on several matters. , . 
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■. * RICHARDSON advised that he first met Mr, FREEDMAN 

about three years ago and that since that time he has come to 
know him intimately. He stated, that about two weeks ago he 
ascertained from a conversation that he had with FREEDMAN that 
FREEDMAN, was interested in the appointment of ANNA ROSMBERG 
as Assistant Secretary of Defense. Mr. RICHARDSON stated that 
from the conversation that he -had With FREEDMAN, he gathered 
the impression that FREEDMAN was interested in any former 
Communist connections that ANNA ROSENBERG might possibly have 
had, {/| : 

RICHARDSON stated after this -conversation that took 
place with FREEDMAN about two weeks ago, he got to thinking 
of FREEDMAN'S interest in ANNA ROSENBERG arid he, himself, had 
read much in local New York newspapers concerning this 
appointment. He stated that he recalled seeing in some New 
York newspaper,, which newspaper he was unable to identify, an 
article that mentioned that an allegation had been made that 
ANNA ROSENBERG'S name was alleged ..to have appeared on some 
petition of protest signed by members of the John Reed Club. 
RICHARDSON stated that when he saw this article in the news- 
* paper, he made a note of the names that appeared on the alleged 
petition of protest* Mr. RICHARDSON gave to the interviewing 
agents a small three by five white card with a list, of names 
thereon. He advised that he copied these names from the. news- 
paper article that he referred to which he had seen in a New 
York newspaper within the last, two weeks. On the top of this 
card, he stated, he had inserted the name ANNA M. ROSENBERG 
because he stated that this name did not appear on the list 
that appeared in the newspaper, but he stated that it was his 
understanding from what he had read or what he had been told 
by FREEDMAN, that the name ANNA. M. ROSENBERG was supposed to 
have appeared on this list between the names of ANNA ROCHESTER 
and JULIUS ROSENTHAL. The complete list of names that appeared 
on this three by five card supplied by Mr. RICHARDSON, is- 
here set out: n I 



9 
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ANNA M. ROSENBERG/- (name circled) 



John Reed Club 
102 West 14th St, 

michael\old 

jacEnhardy 

GRACEMiTJTCHINS 
GRACBSLUMPKIN 
A. B^JlAJIL 
SCOTMEARING- 

josephmorth 
M. J^IiGIN 
JOSEPff^ASS 
MORRlSSPASS 
HARRY A.S^OTAMKIN 



Protest 



/ANNA^HOCBESTER 

JULIUSSROSENTHAL 

.. isidorNschneider 

EEIT^EGAL 
BELLA" V . SDODD 
ARTHUFKALLET 
EDWARlAfDAMS . 
SUSAN NANKINS 
ISRAEL AMTER 
ROSESNELSON 
LUDMILLA.FOXLEE • 
BAVIBsALLfeN / 1 



RICHARDSON stated that he was at the home of BENJAMIN 
FREEDMAN, 300 Central Park West, on t he eveni ng of December 2, 

”i950, and that he decided to contact. I I regarding ANNA 

ROSENBERG at that ti me. He a dvised that he di d not have a 
t el ephone number for I I but th at he knew I I 

I I He stated tha t he excu sed 

himself from FREEDMAN and went down to the home of I I a t 

I I He stated th at I 

was not home but some woman, whom he presumed was I 
wife, answered the door. He stated that he gave this woman 
his own home phone number and also the home phone number of 
BENJAMIN FREEDMAN, and that he told this woman that he wanted 
~| to call him as soon as possible. RICHARDSON stated 
that he then return ed to FRE EDMAN * S home, but that he did not 
receive a call from I I tha t even ing at FR EEDMAN 1 S home. 

He stated that he told FREEDMAN about I I but that he 

did not tell FREEDMAN .to contact I I himself. . * . 

RICHARDSON advised that on Sunday mor ning, Dec ember 3> 
1950, he received a phone call at his home from I l He 

stated that he then asked \ I if ANNA ROSENBERG had I 

i I He said 
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that I I told him thatshe had and that he . 1 I had 

seen her at meetings of this club, RICHARDS ON stated that 
he then recalled that he also asked | 1 if ANNA . ROCHESTER 

or JULIUS ROSENTHAL had also be en member s of* the John Reed 
Club and that he recalled that I I answered in the 

affirmative. He also stated he may have asked about other 
individuals whose names appeared on the alleged petition of 
protest signed by members . of the John Reed Club, but >that he 
could not recall any of the names he had mentioned ‘to I I 

at that time. 

RICHARDSON stated that he did not intr oduce I 
to FREEDMAN, but that he had t old FREEDMA N about I I and 

that he probably gave FREEDMAN I I address and told him 

that he thought this party might be able to give FREEDMAN 

information re ANNA ROSENB ERG. He also recalled that he 

mentioned to FREEDMAN that I 

I 1 FREEDMAN 1 S , home. Mr. RICHARDS ON stated that he 

surmised that FREEDMAN contacted I l and perhaps told 

him that he was a close friend of his, and that in this manner 
FREEDMAN made his initial I ~| ^ 

Mr. RICHARDSON advised that he had no personal in- 
formation concerning ANNA ROSENBERG and that his interest in 
this matter stemmed from his friendship with FREEDMAN, whom 
he knew was interested in this matter, 
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SECURING OF PHOTOGRAPIBOF. MIA ,M. ROSENBERG /■ 



The publication entitled .^Current, Biography, 19i}.3”, 
published by the H*W. Wilson Company, ’ New York, New York, 
contains on page 631 an 'article regarding ’’ROSENBERG, ANNA . M (ARIE }, 
July 19, 1900 - Regional’ Heai 'of .t.he U.S. War Man Power 
Commission; Regional Director of the Social Security Board; 

Address: b 11 West .i].2nd Street, New York City; h' 1.1 3 6, Fifth 

Avenue” • / \ ; 

On this same page, this publication contains a 
photograph captioned "ANNA 14. ROSENBERG”. . Copies of this 
.photograph of ANNA M, ROSENBERG,. ' appearing in said publication, . 
have been made by this office and are 'being retained in the" 
file . of this case . It is rioted that hereinafter in this report, 
this copy of the photograph of ANNA M,.' ROSENBERG will be 
referred to as photograph" "A", ; . 

The February 19, 1935- issue °f the New York “Times”, 
a New York daily newspaper, contains , a photograph of '"Mrs. ANNA 
ROSENBERG,- NR A, Regional Director”.' Copies of this 
photograph, appearing in. the New York "Times" on February 19, 

1935, have been made by this office and are being retained . ; ; 

in the file of this case. Hereinafter in this report, this 
photograph will be referred to as photograph "B". 



• STATE!® NT OF 



iFCfRNISHED DECEMBER 7. 1930 



Oii December 7. 1990. I I 

~ — | was interviewed at the 

New York Office- of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. At 
that time, | ~| furnished information to be set out in a 

statement form. Subsequently, on December 7, 1950, the , 
information furnished by | I was typed arid was shown to 

I I After reading this, .statement, I 1 

signed same on December 7. 1950. The. contents of this 
statement of F I are set out as ; follows: 
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"New York, New York 
- December, 7 » 1950 

”1, I ~l hereby voluntarily make the following 

statement to James P. Martin, James. M. Skeffington and Norman E* 
McDaniel, whom I know to. be Special Agents of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation., No threats or promises have been made to me 
to induce me to give this statement. I have been told that I 
do not have to give a statement and I understand that this state- 
ment can be used in a court of law. , - . 



"Mv correct name is 



and I was born in 



r In the 



1 was- employed as a 



1 I While employed at this | 1 1 became acquainted with 

a number of people who were sympathetic towards Communism, and 
through my . association with these people I became . interested in 
Communism. 

"Shortly after ceasing my employment as P ~l 



1 Shortly after ceasing my employ ment as I I 

I I named James Magraw 

in New York City-, who lived on Greenwich Street on the west 
side of Greenwich Street between Jane and Horatio Streets, New 
York. City.- At that time James Magraw told me that. he was a. 
member of the Communist Party and Magraw urged me to join the 
Communist Party. At first I did, not agree to join the Communist 
Party, but I did, at the request of- James Magraw, accompany 
Magraw to meetings of the John Reed c lub. I recall that these 
meetings that I attended with. James Magraw were held in the, 



would 



with. James Magraw, I told Magraw that I 
|. and did so some time in the 



| whose offices 

were located on the upper: West Side of New York City. I 
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"had joined the John Seed Club shortly before I became a 
member- of the Communist Party. I wish to state, however, that 
I had attended several meetings of the John Reed Club with 
James Magraw before I formally became a member of the John 
Reed Club. 

”1 recall that in the period after I ceased 



some time -in the 
Magraw at the Q 



the 









and 


at the time when I 


1 



| James 

James Magraw 



pointed out to me certain people who were prominent in Communist 
Party activity. I recall that one of the persons he pointed out 
to me was a person he called Anna Rosenberg, who, Magraw said, 
was a member of the Communist Party. .1 recall also that at 
that time James Magraw told me that this Anna Rosenberg whom he 
had pointed out to me, was important in welfare and social work. 

At the time that James Magraw pointed out Anna Rosenberg to me, 

I felt that James Magraw wanted to impress me with the fact ' 
.that there were important people. such as Anna Rosenberg in the 
Communist Party, since Magraw at that time wffi urging me to 
join the Communist Party* However, I was not overly impressed 
since I did not know anything about Anna Rosenberg and was not 
particularly interested in social work* • 

"I also recall that after X did join the Communist 
Party, I saw this same Anna Rosenberg at meetings of the John 
Reed Club on about three or four occasions, between the time 
I join ed the Communist Party and up until about the fall of 
1 I I also recall that on one of these three or four,times\ 
that I saw Anna Rosenberg at meetings of the John Reed ^lub, \ , 
subsequent to the time she was pointed out to me by James x 

Magraw, James Magraw introduced me to Anna Rosenberg. I can 
recall speaking to Anna Rosenberg at one of these meetings 
of the John Reed Club, but as far as I can recall, the conversation 
between Anna Rosenberg and myself ..was confined to facts about the 
wonderful growth of the Communist movement around the John Reed 
Club. . 



at a T 



" The last time that I met this Anna Rosenberg was 
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"To the best of ray knowle dge , the John Reed Club was 
dissolved sometime in the year 1936* In this connection, I 
wish to state that at the time of its dissolution, Sams^dx, 
also known as SarJ^astman,- financial secretary of Section 18 
of the Communist Party, whom I had seen at meetings of the ; 
John Reed Club, told me that the John Reed Club had been 
officially dissolved by the Party and its records ordered 
destroyed. Pastman explained that the Communist Party feared 
that the membership records of the John Reed Club might prove 
to be a source of embarrassment to members of the club who 
had since attained prominence. He further explained that any 
disclosures vhich would reflect ■unfavorably upon those members 
of the John Reed Club who were working in behalf of the 
Communist Party would destroy their [usefulness. 

. n I also recall that either before or after a meeting 
held at the home of James Magraw in 1936, which was a meeting 
of WPA supervisors who were members of the Communist Party, Janes 
Magraw mentioned Anna Rosenberg to me. On that occasion Magraw 
suggested to me that I forget the names of certain prominent 
individuals whom I had met at the John Reed Club and the circum- 
stances under which I met them. In this regard he mentioned 
specifically Anna Rosenberg and added, ’You know why 1 . . ; The, 
phrase ’you know why’ requited no further explanation to me 
inasmuch as it was common knowledge that Anna Rosenberg was 
prominent in government . agencies dealing with social welfare 
work. 

. "Within the last two or three months, and shortly 
prior to the appointment of Mrs. Anna Rosenberg to the position 
of an assistant to the Secretary of the Department of Defense, 

I observed in the Hew York Times Sunday magazine section a 
photograph of Mrs. Anna Mi Rosenberg and an article furnishing, 
her background. I immediately recognized this photograph and. 
identified her in my mind as the same Anna Rosenberg whom 
I had met at meetings of the. John Reed Club in the past. 

"Today, December 7V 19£0, I was shown- two photographs 
by Special Agent James P. Martin. I identified the individual 
appearing in these photographs as the Anna Rosenberg whom I 
had met at meetings of the John Reed Club on four or five 
occasions in the period, from the late f |to : the 
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I I also identified the individual appearing in 
these two photographs sis the Anna Rosenberg who was pointed out 
to itie at a meeting of the John Reed 'Club in Hew York City by ; 
James Magraw, at which time Magraw. stated sbe was a member of 
the Comrauni st Party* v , ■■ C 

*1 wish to state . ttat ' I ■ hate written the name Anna 
: Rosenberg on the back of these two photographs and also my 

name .and the date December t» 1950* I have marked one of these 
... two photographs shown to me by Special Agent James P. Martin 
with the letter ’A* and tbe. other photograph. with the letter 
IB'.; The photograph marked 'B* appears to me to be- that of 
Anna Rosenberg as I knew her from attendance at meetings, of 
the John Reed °lub in the period from late summer of 193H- to 
the fall of 1935. ■ ‘--V ■ 

"The other photograph marked 'A* also has been 
identified by me as a ■photograph of ; the Anna Rosenberg 1 
saw at, meetings of the John Reed ^lub but I wish, to add that 
this photograph appears to have been; fahen subsequent to the 
time that I saw Anna Rosenberg- at; the John. Reed ^lub. I . say 
this because the photograph marked ’A 1 , while recognizable by 
me as a photograph of the' Anna Rosenberg I saw at meetings of . 
the. John Reed Club, seems, to be Anna. Rosenberg looking older 
than she did when I saw her at . these meetings. 



tt Froml 


1 I was a 


m^nber of the-| 


1 1 


1 1 Further, froitfl 


1 I was 



employed I I 



were subsidized in part -by the Communist Party. In vi ew : of 
my employment | I 



f T It was common knowledge at 

Coamaunist Party- headquarters that the - John Reed Clubs through- 
out the United States, including t^e, ;John.'. Reed C-lub in Hew , 
York City, had been set up upon -instructions received from 
Moscow for .the purpose . of providing a .recruiting base to the : . 
Party, as well, as serving as A bounding 'board for Communist 
ideology among artists, •wrfters> : .professionals and other 
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"intellectuals. It is my recollection further tiiat the printed 
proceedings of the 6th World .Congress of the Communist Inter- 
nationale .directed the establishment- of John Reed Clubs in .. 
principal c ities of the Halted States. Based upon my member- 
ship in the] I 



| I would say that the John Reed Club was not 

a completely Communist organization although it was organized 
by Communists and dominated by them. The club rooms constituted 
what might be described as 'ah open house-* where a group of 
about 250 to '300 individuals from various walks of life gathered 
at regular intervals, I wish -to point out that mere attendance 
at the various meetings and gatherings does not automatically- 
establish that a person was a Communist or even a Communist 
sympathizer. However, the majority of. people frequenting this 
club were, either Communists or Communist Sympathizers. . 

"On various visits to the John Reed Club, I 
observed that the walls -of : the. club, room were decorated with 
Soviet placards,, pictures of Lenin, Marx, Stalin and Engles, 
hammers and sickles, Soviet Bed stars, and other Russian 
decorations, I also observed that a literature table was 
generally maintained which. 'Included the 'Daily Worker*, 

'Soviet Russia Today', and a long list of Communist publications* 
and books by Communist authors and Communist sympathizers. 

While an occasionaLvisit would not label a person in ray mind 
as a Communist sympathizer . or Communist Party member, I do know ; 
that it would have been evident to any intelligent person after 
their first visit to the ' John Reed Club that this club was a 
Communist organization. Accordingly, my observation of Anna 
Rosenberg on four or five occasions at various meetings of the 
John Reed Club, in addition to the information concerning her. 
furnished to me by James' Magr.aw as set out above , convinced 
me that she was not merely a easual visitor. 

"While I was associated with the | | 

J I I hea rd mention of Anna 

Rosenberg at I ~~l as a person employed 

in ; the government in social Welfare work, who had made herself 
extremely -useful to the Communist Party. I recall hearing at 
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Communist Party headquarters, in the period around 1936* that 
Anna Rosenberg had made herself, useful to the Communist Party 
by appointing members of the Communist Party to key. positions 
in the government and by ..re c ommending for employment .with the 
government persons who could be depended upon to employ 
Co mmunist Party members in the g overnment. I recall hearing 
in i I that Anna Rosenberg had be eh 

the person who had recommended for employment with the govern- 
ment some of the personswho worked for the government as 
assistants to Harry Hoplcins in. the WPA, including the following: 
Jacob Baker, Aubrey Williams, HelenNjpb dwar d, Henry Alsberg, 
and Alsberg ’s assistant, Jerre Mangione • _ 

. L r "Of the above, person^ Jerre Mangione is the only 

person, to my knowledge, who. was a member of the Communist Party. 

I have no knowledge as to Communist Party membership on the part 
*- of Jacob Baker, Aubrey Wi lli ams V ■ Helen Woo dwar, or Henry Alsberg. 

4- I d o know that my formeryf l _ | whose maiden name 

was I I in 1956 went td Washington, D.C. and through 

Jacob Baker secured a supervisory position on the WPA Wr iters 
Project in New York City. I was told by my I I that 

out of friendship for him she explained that she was a Communist 
Party member and he said this was all right. 

"In addition to Anna Rosenberg, at meetings of the 
John Reed Club, James Magraw pointed out to me as a person 
prominent in Communist Party circles, and as a menber. of 
the Communist Party Edwarckiahlberg. X know that Edward Dahlberg 
was a writer who had been aNnember of the Communist Party and 
who is now writing book reviews for the ’Freeman*, an anti- 
communist publication. 

"James Magraw al,sd pointed out to me at meetings 
of the John Reed Club one . IsidoresSchneider, who Magraw indicated, 
was a Communist Party member of prominence. I know that Isidore 
Schneider at one time, was one of the editors of the ’New Masses’ 
and still writes for ’Masses . andMainstream’ , a Communist literary 
publication. . 

, "In addition to James Magraw, Anna Rosenberg, Edward 
Dahlberg and Isidore Schneider, I can recall meeting the follow-., 
ing persons at meetings of the John Reed Club and I am listing . 
the names of these persons inasmuch as I feel that some, of these 
persons may have attended mee tings . of the Jphn Reed Club at 
which Anna Rosenberg Was present: . 

•18 ' • ' 
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“ Robert MXHanover ; This , individual was formerly 
an official of the Soviet American Securities Corporation and 
was also the director of agitation and propaganda. Section 18 
of the Communist Party,. of which I was a member. He is a 
nephew of Elizabeth DeWard, me ntioned.be low ^ 

" Robert Vern\poi(fard : This - indi vi dual , at the time 

I knew him, resided at 3 Weehawken Street in Greenwich Village 
and I attended parties at his home which were attended by 
other members of the John Reed Club.' He was known to. me to 
be a Communist Party member and' a close friend of James Lechay, 
mentioned below. The current Manhattan telephone dL rectory 
reflects one Robert V ^l N I)^War d, 69 Perry Street, telephone 
Chelsea 3-81^0, whom I believe to be identical with the above 
individual. He was formerly a Communist Party section organizer 
on the Hew York waterfront. ' 

" ElizabethSji^ard :. This individual is the wife of 
Robert Vern\peWard mentioned -above. She was known to. me to be 
a Communist Party member and formerly was secretary to the 
educational director of the Communist Party at 35 East 12th 
Street, X understand she is currently a teacher in theHew York 
public school system. 

" Bradley and Vil^b'utler t Mr. and Mrs. Cutler for-' 
merly resided on the north side of the street on East , llj.th 
Street between 5th Avenue and Union Square. He conducted 
Marxist study groups in his home which I attended. Both were 
Communist Party members. I know that Bradley Cutler and his 
wife are acquainted with James Magraw. ' 

" GenevievdSjPitoy She was a member of the John Reed 
Club and the accompani s t for dancer Helen Tamiris. 

" HeletKTamiris : This individual is a well known 

dancer and choreographer who attended meetings at the John 
Reed u lub. 

"MaxlndvPicard, also known as Mr sik Maxine Brand; 



This individual was ah artist and' sculptress who formerly 
occupied a studio on 95th Street in Hew York City. On another 
occasion she was residing at 117. West 13th Street, She. is 
better known by the name Maxine Picard and was a member of the 
John Reed Club. . — 
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■ n Hele:tN$chneider, 381 Central Park West, New York City: 
Wife of XsidordsSchneider mentioned above. Helen Schneider 
formerly was a receptionist at ^the - ‘Daily Worker’ office in 
Communist Party headquarters* I believe both Helen and Isidore 
Schneider are still in New York City; because I passed them on 
the street on Thanksgiving day," 1950* • 

’’ Irving and StellB^Buchwald : Both these individuals 

were members of the.- Jp^’~Beadrwlub, and , 'StaUa , s sister, first 
name unknown, operated a camp, frequented by Communist Party 
members hear Peekskill, New York, in the middle 1930’s* The 
current Manhattan telephone directory reflects one Stella 
Buchwald at 215 East 12th Street and I believe that this may 
be the same person. ' ■ • ' . 

‘ " Phlli^NBeisman : He was formerly a Communist Party 

member and attended meetings of the John Reed Club and re- 
portedly, broke with the Communist Party. He was an artist 
and formerly operated a« studio near 38 th Street and 6th 
Avenue , New York City, and last resided somewhere in the 
Columbia Heights section of Brooklyn, New York. 

11 PenineM’shki shkoit^Pei sman : She is the wife of 
Philip s 'Reisman mentioned above and was also a Communist Party 
member x. • '/..■ •. ; . ' 

• ’’ MissNlshkish: I do not recall the first name of 

this individual but she was a /poetess who frequently wrote for ■ 
Communist publications and resided: in Staten Island, New York* 

She is a sister of Penina Reisman mentioned above. 

n J ame sNLec hay : He was an artist and a Communist Party 

member who formerly resided at 3 Weehawken Street, New York City 
in. the same building with the DeWard family. He attended 
meetings of the John Reed Club. 

’’ IvanNaiack : He attended meetings of the John Reed 

Club, and was in charge of; publicity concerning dances in 
connection with a WPA pro ject. : The current Manhattan, New 
York City telephone di. rectory reflects an individual by that / 
name whose offices are located at L|D0' Madison Avenue and who 
resides at 12 East 63 rd Street* 
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• “ Aline MaeMahon t She Is an actress and formerly 
attended meetings of the John Reed Club. 



■ 1 b also known as [ t 

I married I land am now 

divorced from her. Before 1 married | | I knew hen 

as a member of the Communist Party and before my marriage ft", 
her she was I I 

| I do. not believe that I I 

I is presently a member . 0 f, the " C ommuni st P arty*. , ' : 

“In re gard to mv l~ I .also known 

as I wish to state know of n6 specific 

yt i^giasctl <$&' She Anna Rosenberg. ;X know 

that because of her close- association with tha * Daily Worker’ 
and her membership in the John .’Reed Club,' it is possible that 
she may have known. or met Anna. Rosenberg*. 

“In regard to Anna Rosenberg, 1 recall reading some _ 
of the promotional literature' for the' publication entitled 
’Science and. Society’, which has termed itself in its own 
publications ’a Marxist quarterly ’, mentioning in 1935 or 1936, 

1 that Anna Rosenberg was one of the founders of this publication. 

I have no information as to the identity of this Anna Rosenberg, 
mentioned in the promotional literature of ’Science and Society’ 
as one of the founders, of this publication. 

. * I also recall that in the fall of 1936, Mrs. Barney 

N£onal, a member of the Communist Party, who, I believe, is 
presently residing at 7 West 92nd Street, NewYork City, told 
me that Anna Rosenberg was one of the founders of a magazine 
for* social workers. I recall that Mrs. Barney Conal at that 
time told me that she, Mrs. Barney Conal, was the editor of 
this magazine for social workers. Mrs. Barney Conal did not 
furnish me the name of this magazine for social workers or if 
she did, I have forgotten siame, and she furnished me no further 
identifying information as to this Anna Rosenberg whom. she 
, called one of the founders of this magazine for social' workers. 

“I stated above that I .joined the I 

J I I wish to add that inV I 



V 






At that time I was employed on 
..remained a member of the 



| Durin g my membership in the| 

used as my I 1 the name 



11 1 have read the above, statement, consisting of this 
and. fifteen other pages, and I have initialed each page and I 
an signing this, the last page. It is true and correct. to the 
best of ray knowledge. . ' . ' 

"/VI ~T 



FURTHER INFORMATION FURNISHED' BY 



ON DECEMBER 7, 19^0 



Further Information Regar din 



ummsi 



aw. ' aka. James McGraw 



In regard to JAlffi 3/ MAGRAW, mentioned above in i I 

it. I I says that, he met JAMES MAGRA W shortly after. 

had ceased his employ ment with the | \ 

\ He said that he met JAKES MAGRAW 
IffiADLEY CUTLER;. and CUTLER'S wife, VILLA. . . 

said thafcERADLEY CUTLER and'VILLA CUTLER resided 
"e on East llj.th Street' in New York City at that time 

I said that' at that time both BRADLEY and VILLA CUTLER 



were Communist Party members. 

■. '• " • According to 

I 1 met him in the I 



JAMES MAGRAW, at the time. 



I l advised that he believed that, this newspaper was one, 
published by the Communist Party as a front activity and one 
wbiph ; the Communist Party sought t o distrib ute to, members, of . 
the American Federation of Labor. I I recalled that the. 
offices of this paper were located in an old building at the 
northside of li^th Street, and Union Square in New York City. 





